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Paris, 15 June 2026 

 
PRESS RELEASE  

 
 
 

VivaTech 2026: for ten years, Paris Region has been at the crossroads of 
innovation and global tech investment 

 
 

 
 
Ranked first among European regions in major 
international technology rankings, Paris Region is 
celebrating VivaTech’s 10th anniversary by reaffirming its 
role as the European gateway for innovative companies 
and investors from around the world.  
 
Against a backdrop of increased competition for talent 
and capital, the region is continuing to build on its appeal 
and strengthening its strategic partnerships, notably 
with Germany, the guest of honour at the 2026 edition. 

 
 
 

Ten years of rising to the top of global innovation ecosystems 
 
In the space of a decade, Paris Region has established itself as one of the world’s top-
performing regions in terms of innovation. It now ranks 8th globally among technology 
ecosystems, whilst holding the top spot within the European Union, and ranks 7th globally 
in the field of artificial intelligence. 
 
This progress reflects deliberate structural choices: sustained investment in research, the 
development of a dense entrepreneurial ecosystem, and a resolute openness to international 
investment. 
With 727 start-ups specialising in artificial intelligence – accounting for 64% of the French 
total – Paris Region has now established itself as the leading European destination for 
foreign direct investment in AI. Leading companies such as Anthropic and Cohere have 
chosen to develop their businesses there. 
 
Artificial intelligence is now a driving force for transformation across all the region’s strategic 
sectors: healthcare, finance, aerospace, energy, mobility and industry. 
 
The Paris-Saclay campus illustrates this dynamic. As France’s leading AI cluster in scientific 
and technological terms, it brings together over 10,000 researchers, draws on more than 300 
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public laboratories and private R&D centres, and will see its accessibility enhanced from 
late 2026 with the arrival of Line 18 of the Grand Paris Express. 
 
Franco-German cooperation in support of European innovation 
 
The appeal of the Paris Region is also built on strong economic partnerships, with first and 
foremost, Germany. 
 
In an international context marked by a restructuring of technological value chains and 
intensified global competition, Franco-German cooperation is a key driver for advancing a 
strong European ambition in the field of innovation. 
 
The figures speak for themselves: with 162 German foreign direct investment projects 
recorded between 2021 and 20251, Paris Region ranks second globally among destinations 
favoured by German investors, ahead of Greater London (139) and Catalonia (132).  
 
This relationship is also reflected in the presence of more than 2,300 German companies 
based in Paris Region, demonstrating the depth of the economic ties between the two areas. 
  
At the Choose France 2026 summit, several German groups confirmed their confidence in the 
region’s potential. SAP notably announced a €100 million investment to develop a sovereign 
cloud in Paris Region, whilst Adragos Pharma has taken over the Sanofi site in Maisons-Alfort 
as part of an investment project worth between €40 and €60 million. Symrise, CLAAS and the 
Werhahn Group/Zwilling, for their part, have confirmed their commitment to the region. 
 
At VivaTech 2026, this momentum takes on particular significance with the spotlight on 23 
German unicorns in sectors closely aligned with the Paris Region’s ecosystem: robotics 
(NEURA Robotics), defence and AI (Helsing; ARX Robotics; Quantum Systems), SpaceTech 
(Isar Aerospace; The Exploration Company) and generative AI (Black Forest Labs). 
 
VivaTech 2026: Choose Paris Region is committed to turning meetings into projects 
 
For the past ten years, Choose Paris Region has been supporting international companies in 
their plans to set up in Paris Region, by facilitating their access to the regional ecosystem and 
promoting the region’s strengths to economic decision-makers worldwide.  
 
For this edition, the agency is rolling out a dedicated support programme to identify, welcome 
and guide companies with the greatest potential for setting up operations. 
In the run-up to the event, a series of webinars is being organised with the agency’s 
international partners to present the opportunities offered by the Paris Region and identify the 
most promising projects.   
 
During the four-day event, Choose Paris Region will welcome delegations from 23 countries, 
offer an immersive exploration of the region through interactive tools highlighting the business 
location opportunities in Paris Region, facilitate targeted networking with key players in the 
ecosystem, and support companies in their development initiatives.  
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It is precisely to strengthen and deepen these relationships with Germany and all its 
international partners that Choose Paris Region organises a bespoke programme of hospitality 
and events. For this edition, the agency is organising a series of webinars with its international 
partners in the run-up to the trade fair, with a view to advising and identifying the companies 
most likely to set up operations in Paris Region.  
 
The programme will be complemented and enhanced by a series of side events designed to 
facilitate meetings between international executives and economic stakeholders in Paris 
Region, notably during a networking breakfast with German decision-makers.  
 
 
Alexandra Dublanche, President of Choose Paris Region, said: “VivaTech represents ten 
years of bringing together Europe’s most ambitious and innovative minds, ten years during 
which the Paris Region has continued to progress and evolve. International rankings confirm 
what investors are experiencing on the ground: a region that combines rare technological 
excellence, an ecosystem of unrivalled density and a welcoming environment that makes all 
the difference. At the heart of this dynamic, Choose Paris Region is fully committed to 
supporting those who choose Paris Region to develop their innovations and accelerate their 
growth.”    
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 Choose Paris Region is the attractiveness agency for Paris Region, 
promoting the region internationally and ensuring high-quality 
services for investors, visitors, media producers and global talent, 
while supporting sustainable and balanced regional development. 
It assists companies with market entry through local economic 
expertise and a targeted partner network, supports tourism 

professionals in developing innovative offerings, strengthens the film and audiovisual sector — where 
the region leads in Europe — and facilitates the relocation of international talent by showcasing the 
quality of life in Paris Region.   
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