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Paris Region reaffirms its position as a leader for 
attractiveness in Europe 

In a challenging international context, Paris Region is holding its own and strengthening its 
key assets to ensure its future attractiveness. Despite a marked slowdown in international 
investments in Europe and France, the region reaffirmed its leading role in 2025 in the 
global competition to attract businesses, talents, and capital, according to the 2026 
Attractiveness Survey published by EY—the international agency specialized in auditing, 
consultancy, tax, and finance. 

As the leading region in France and second in Europe, behind Greater London, Paris Region 
is capitalizing on its strong foundations and establishing itself as the leading European hub 
for artificial intelligence. 

Paris Region, the leading region for international investment in France and Europe 

In 2025, Paris Region reaffirmed its central role in attracting international investment, 
consolidating both its national presence and position in Europe. With 233 foreign 
investment projects (nearly 30% of the total in France) the region is by far the primary entry 
point for international capital in the country, offering investors an environment rich in 
partners, skills, and services and conducive to rapid establishment and secure deployment, 
distancing itself from its main competitors in doing so. 

This more moderate slowdown testifies to the strength of its foundations and the diversity of 
its economic fabric—both factors that help offer international businesses more favorable 
conditions for setting up in context of uncertainty. 

 

At European level, Paris Region ranks 2nd among the most attractive regions, behind Greater 
London (279 projects), thus confirming its place among the continent’s leading economic 
hubs. Against a backdrop of declining investment, Paris Region is also demonstrating its 
resilience in terms of job creation linked to such investments: the decrease observed (–18%) 
is less marked than that recorded by the two other cities in the top three positions in 
Europe, namely London (–21%) and North Rhine-Westphalia (–56%). 
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Paris Region, the European leader for artificial intelligence 

In 2025, Paris Region established itself as a European benchmark for foreign investment in 
artificial intelligence, accounting for nearly two thirds of all FDI AI projects in France. 

Global technology firms such as Anthropic and Cohere chose to set up their European hubs 
in the Region, strengthening its status as a top-tier innovation hub. 

Other key sectors have also demonstrated their vitality in the region in spite of the context. 
Defense, logistics, and finance are just some of the sectors in which projects for setting up in 
the Region in 2025 generated significant growth in employment, helping to offset the 
current downturn observed in certain traditionally economically attractive areas. 

This trend confirms the growing strength of a structured ecosystem, combining academic 
research, technology companies, and world-class infrastructure, all working together to 
develop highly innovative solutions. 

Recognized international attractiveness 

Paris Region’s strength also lies in the diversification of its economic fabric, strengthening its 
resilience in times of uncertainty. While Greater London focuses heavily on services and 
head offices (more than 80% of its projects in business services), Paris Region benefits from a 
more balanced profile of attractiveness, combining projects in services, industry, supply 
chain, R&D centers, and cutting-edge sectors. 

Its international reputation is also a key asset: Paris was named as the most attractive city in 
Europe by 40% of the managers asked in EY’s perception survey, just ahead of London (36%) 
and well ahead of Munich (24%) and Barcelona (22%). 

Valérie Pécresse, President of Paris Region, underlines: “This survey confirmed Paris 
Region’s position as one of the most attractive regions in Europe, despite the challenging 
context. We continue to attract high-caliber international investment in sectors with a 
promising future, also bringing the creation of skilled jobs. By drawing on our assets—a 
strong innovation ecosystem, state-of-the-art infrastructures, and world-class talent—we are 
consolidating Paris Region’s resilience and economic leadership for the benefit of the whole 
of France and Europe.” 
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Alexandra Dublanche, Chairwoman of Choose Paris Region, adds: “The results of this survey 
testify to Paris Region’s ability to hold its ground in a context of international economic 
difficulties, whilst remaining among Europe’s most attractive regions. They are also an 
essential roadmap for preparing for the future in the face of increased international 
competition. Choose Paris Region is the Region’s spearhead initiative for attractiveness and is 
committed to consolidating its leadership in such strategic sectors as AI, strengthening the 
R&D ecosystem, and supporting industrial development throughout the area.” 

Paris Region is a driving force for employment and growth in 
France, both through its economic importance and its influence. 
Paris Region is actively engaged in most of the fields that affect its 
12 million residents’ daily lives, from transportation and high 
schools to economic development and the environment. In an area 
that covers just 2% of France yet is home to 18% of its population 
and accounts for nearly 30% of the country's GDP, the Region is 
pursuing a development policy that prioritizes the environment and 
has allocated €10 billion to this issue. Paris Region is an innovative 
region that accounts for 40% of France's R&D activities and is highly 
attractive worldwide. 

Choose Paris Region is the Paris Region's international attraction agency, 
which promotes the region's international standing and ensures that 
investors, visitors and talents from all over the world are welcomed and 
well served, while ensuring the region's sustainable, balanced 
development. Through its knowledge of the Regional economic ecosystem, 
the agency attracts and supports investors, and facilitates the setting up of 
companies thanks to targeted, personalized services and partners. 
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